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Twelve Indigenous demonstrators were arrested for occupying the Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum 
Resources in Victoria after they were denied a meeting with energy minister Michelle Mungall to protest the 
trespass of construction crews in Wet’suwet’en territory to construct the Coastal GasLink pipeline against the 
wishes of people living there. Ironically, the demonstrators were charged with trespassing. 

Merriam-Webster declared “they” its Word of the Year for 2019, noting its use as a singular 
personal pronoun, similar to “you,” which can also be plural or singular. Many people whose 
gender is non-binary—^neither female nor male—use “they,” “them,” and “their” as their 
pronouns, including singers Janelle Monde and Sam Smith. When speaking about someone 
who uses the non-binary pronouns, simply replace “she” or “he” with “they,” “her” or “him” 
with “them,” and “her” or “his” with “their,” as in the following sentence: “Janelle Monde is 
such a fashion icon—I love their look!” 

Astronomers at the Palomar Observatory in California accidentally discovered the first known asteroid orbiting 
the sun between Mercury and Venus while scanning for evidence of supemovae using shortwave detectors. 
Astronomers have long known about asteroids orbiting in a belt between Mars and Jupiter, and more recently, in 
the Kuiper Belt beyond Neptune. Objects as small as an asteroid so close to the sun are hard to detect because 
the sun simply outshines them. Astronomers have named the asteroid 2020 AV2. 

Hints and Soiations 

Given names of some of the persons referenced in the crossword include Candi, Earl, Emmett, George, Harper, 
James, Joe, John, Louis, Mae, Renee, and Ted. Not all of these appear in the grid. Family names of some of the 
persons referenced in the crossword include Biden, Danson, Howe, Kennedy, Lee, Lithgow, Oates, Orwell, Ray, 
Staton, Till, West, and Zellweger. Not all of these appear in the grid. Some abbreviations that appear in the grid 
are formed from the following words: amounts, better, blue, brothers, bureau, business, emergency, entertain¬ 
ment, Ernie, insurance, international, liberation, Mario, medical, network, number, organization, Pabst, Pales¬ 
tine, programming, proletarian, railroads, reserve, ribbon, senior, social, sports, super, technician, these, and 
thymus. None appear in full in the grid. 

The full solution to the crossword will appear in the next issue of the Barometer, but if you do not wish to wait 
you can obtain a copy of the solution at Spartacus Books (see ad inside). 

Martin Luther King is the source of the quotations on the front page. 
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Although they are tiny, six-legged creatures that bear little superficial resemblance to you and me, ants have a 
lot more in common with humans than you may realize! Leaf-cutter ants use the leaves they cut to fertilize their 
“fields” of Lepiota fungus. They even “weed” their gardens by removing mould, and use a bacterial chemical as 
an antimicrobial “pesticide.” In fact, the domestication of the fungus is so complete that it can no longer survive 
on its own without the ants’ help. 

If you thought ants’ farming activities ended at agriculture, think again! The cornfield ant is a dairy farmer— 
well, sort of. Their “cows” are actually com root aphids, who feed on com plants and excrete a sweet substance 
called honeydew, which the ants “milk” for their sugar and protein content. In fact, the ants will tend the aphids’ 
eggs by caring for them in the ants’ nest at the end of the com growing season, then, when the eggs hatch, carry¬ 
ing the larvae to plants they can munch on until the com grows again! 

Some ants have even followed the lead of humans by colonizing new lands. Argentine ants and red fire ants 
traversed oceans on human vessels to new territories where they “outgunned” native ants by creating supercolo¬ 
nies that operate on one principle: consume everything and move on. Red fire ants even torture other ant species 
by injecting them with chemicals and pulling off their legs while they are still alive. Tmly, these ants have mod¬ 
eled their complex societies in a manner remarkably similar to “Western Civilization!” 


Hotaide Q^otaides 


Can you name the notable person who spoke the words below? (See back page for the answer.) 


“Honesty impels me to admit that our power has 
often made us arrogant. We feel that our money 
can do anything. We arrogantly feel that we 
have everything to teach other nations and noth¬ 
ing to learn from them.” 

“The white liberal must rid himself of the notion 
that there can be a tensionless transition from 
the old order of injustice to the new order of 
justice.” 

“Large segments of white society are more 
concerned about tranquility and the status quo 
than about justice, equality, and humanity.” 


“We can never be satisfied as long as the Negro 
is the victim of the unspeakable horrors of po¬ 
lice brutality.” 

“One day we must ask the question, ‘Why are 
there forty million poor people in America?’ 
And when you begin to ask that question, you 
are raising questions about the economic system, 
about a broader distribution of wealth. When 
you ask that question, you begin to question the 
capitalistic economy. And I’m simply saying 
that more and more we’ve got to begin to ask 
questions about the whole society.” 


Idf/t'at s Happening// 


Do you play the accordion? Or are you just a fan? Drop by the Sqeezebox Circle 
accordion get-together at 7:30 p.m. on February 6 at Spartacus Books (see ad 
inside). 
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ACROSS 

1. Ramallah-based grp. 

4. Mollusc material 
9. Important date in Islam 
13. A-milking septet 

15. Give essence to 

16. Salish Sea sight 

17. Activist bom 15 January 1929, who championed 
34-Down and had 58-Across, with 20-Across and 
23-Across 

18. Vanquish 

19. Popular 1980s hairstyle 

20. See 17-Across 

21. Kennedy and Danson, e.g. 

22. “Empire Records” actor Zellweger 

23. See 17-Across 

24. Plastic bag alternative 

25. Cuts again 

26. Many generations 

28. Top-level Internet domain for supranational orgs. 

29. 1975 Broadway musical, with “The” 

30. “Homage to Catalonia” author 

32. “Mutual Peter Kropotkin essay 

33. Entr’ 


37. Possesses 

38. Malady 

41. Grrl, in Spanglish 
42: Besides these 

44. First responder: Abbr. 

45. React to the cold 

46. River-taming stmctures 

47. Charles the Bald’s heir 

49. “_ Be There”: Jackson 5 song 

50. American broadcaster of “SportsCenter” 

51. Five Ws supplement 

52. Prepare for a red carpet event, say 
54. Encountered 

55: Lint roller target 

57. Milwaukee lager: Abbr. 

58. See 17-Across 

62. Plantation crop 

63. Politician, undoubtedly 

66. Member of the working class, briefly 

67. Its base unit is the kilogram 

68. Attribute inviting reproach 

70. Netflix competitor 

71. Language family that includes Swahili, Lingala, 
and Zulu 

72. Very 

73. Walkman successor 


74. Sanders competitor 

75. Alternative to 62-Across 

76. “_ Dem Dose”: Dorsey Brothers song 

77. Ostentatious accessories 

78. B&O, Pennsylvania, Reading, and Short Line: 
Abbr. 

DOWN 

1. Coupling 

2. “The Adventures of Buckaroo Banzai Across the 8th 

Dimension” actor 

3. Comic strip canine 

4. Engine part 

5. Boy who was lynched in Mississippi in 1955, with 

24-Down 

6. Endure 

7. Unpaved road feature 

8. “To Kill a Mockingbird” author 

9. Yearns 

10. The Colosseum, for one 

11. Yuppie outfitter 

12. Killer of 17-Down, with 36-Down and 65-Down 

13. Pacific island 

14. Title for some namesakes: Abbr. 

17. See 17-Across 

22. Band council loc. 

24. See 5-Down 

25. Banish 

27. Approaches 

29. Cleverness 

30. Hall collaborator 

31. Fleur de_ 

32. Prefix for resisters 

33. Sushi offering 

34. See 17-Across 

35. Antivims, say 

36. See 12-Down 

37. Salish Sea sound 

39. “Where’s my food?” 

40. Long-necked biped 

41. Twitter 

43. Bert’s pal, familiarly 
45. Gov’t-issued ID 

47. Sodom escapee 

48. Antiperspirant brand 
51: Tailor’s concern 

53. Accommodating person 

54. “I’m No Angel” actor/screenwriter West 

55. Fix 

56. Underappreciated 

58. Garden pest 

59. Stone-bearing fmit 

60. Caramel-filled chocolates 

61. Pass unseen 

62. “Young Hearts Run Free” singer Staton 

64. Ledger entries: Abbr. 

65. See 12-Down 
67. Armour type 

68: Bestselling NES game, initially 

69. Level 

71. Consumer watchdog org. 



Located at the south end of 
Commercial Drive near Trout 
Lake, Spartacus Books is 
100% nonprofit and volunteer- 
run and offers an enlightening 
selection of nonfiction, fiction, 
comics, DVD rentals, and chil¬ 
dren’s books—many of which 
you won’t find anywhere else— 
on a variety of topics: 

ECOLOGY • WOMEN • ART 
INDIGENOUS • DISABILITY 
PALESTINE • LGBTQIA2+ 
FILM • PRISONS • BODIES 
MENTAL HEALTH • CHINA 
RACE • ANARCHY • MUSIC 
UK • ESPANOL • FRANQAIS 
SCI-FI • AND MUCH MORE 

In addition, Spartacus Books 
offers free computer access, 
wifi, coffee, and tea, and fre¬ 
quently hosts free events, 
including book clubs, film 
screenings, music, and more. 


3378 FINDLAY STREET 
604-688-6138 
spartacusbooks.net 
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